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As we reflect on the year 2023, |
am filled with immense pride and
gratitude for the journey we've
undertaken together. We have re-
mained focused on our mission to
connect, empower, and enrich the
lives of our members. In addition
to supporting our current mem-
bers, we continued expansion of
our fiber-optic network, bringing
state-of-the-art fiber broadband
services to even more homes and
businesses. This investment not
only provides critical communica-
tion services to those in need, but
also lays the foundation for eco-
nomic growth and development
across our region.

Behind every milestone, success story,
and member served lies the talent and
dedication of our exceptional employ-
ees. Their tireless efforts, innovative
spirit, and unwavering commitment to
excellence are the driving force behind
our success, expansion, and continued
community involvement. It never ceases
to amaze me what this cooperative is
capable of thanks to them.

At the heart of Paul Bunyan Communica-
tions is our cooperative spirit—a com-
mitment to innovation and to the region
we serve, all with a member focus. As a
cooperative, we exist only to serve our
members the best we can. Every deci-
sion we make is guided by the best inter-
ests of our current and future members.

It is an interesting time for our broadband
industry. There are unprecedented levels
of federal and state resources available
intended to partially fund costly broad-
band infrastructure construction so that
high quality Internet services are ulti-
mately available to all. In 2023, we suc-
cessfully leveraged a number of these
programs to make continued expansion
to additional rural areas financially pos-

sible. Our service-oriented, not-for-profit
cooperative structure combined with a
rural focus and experienced technical
team makes us very well positioned to
deliver on the goals of these programs.

In addition to aggressive and success-
ful infrastructure expansion, 2023 was
notable in a number of other ways. It is
still hard to believe that the co-founder of
Apple, the father of microcomputer tech-
nology as we know it, and my idol, Steve
“Woz” Wozniak joined us in Bemidiji for
our GigaZone Gaming Championship
and TechXpo! As a life-long Apple fan
and computer programmer since my high
school days, having the opportunity to
meet the visionary genius and have him
present to the thousands in attendance
was an unbelievable moment for me, our
staff, our cooperative, and our region. It
was clear his passion for the potential

of technology and its impact on society
continues today. Mr. Wozniak has an
endless amount of event opportunities
across the globe. | sincerely believe he
agreed to join us simply because he
respects our mission, our cooperative
structure, and that we provide technolo-
gy because it’s the right thing to do — a
mirror of his personal philosophy.

As we look ahead to the future, we
remain committed to pushing the bound-
aries of possibility and embracing new
opportunities. Our vision for Paul Bunyan
Communications goes beyond providing
internet access; it's about empowering
individuals, driving economic growth,
and building a brighter future for genera-
tions to come.

In closing, | extend my deepest appreci-
ation to our members, employees, Board
of Directors, and community partners for
your continued support and trust in Paul
Bunyan Communications. Together, we
have achieved remarkable milestones in
2023, and | am confident that with our
shared vision and determination, we will
continue to thrive for decades to come.
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Commitment
to Innovation
for All We Serve

CEO/General Manager
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BEMIDJI

Cooperative Headquarters

1831 Anne St. NW
Bemidji, MN 56601
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